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Firearms battle ends in victory, but the war wages on... 

I n October the Iowa 
Supreme Court handed 
down an important 

decision for victims of 
domestic violence.  Jackie 
Weissenburger, represented 
by Nancy Robertson of 
ICADV, challenged a 
Warren County court order 
allowing her ex-husband to 
possess firearms for hunting 
even though he was subject 
to a no-contact order.  
Federal law prohibits 
individuals who are subject 
to such an order from 
possessing firearms for any 
reason.  The Weissenburger 
decision makes it clear that 
judges in Iowa can no 

longer ignore this federal 
law. 
     Even with this decision, 
some confusion still exists 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
responsibilities a state court 
judge has in relation to this 
law.  At a minimum, judges 
should be informing 
perpetrators of the federal 
law;  however, it is not clear 
whether judges have the 
authority to order that the 
weapons be turned over. 
Furthermore, even if every 
judge did indicate that the 
perpetrator was prohibited 
from possession firearms 
based on the federal law, 
only Alcohol, Tobacco & 
Firearms (ATF) agents have 

the authority to confiscate 
the firearms.  Only two ATF 
agents cover our state and 
they obviously do not have 
the resources to confiscate 
all illegally possessed 
firearms. 
     This loophole can be 
closed with a state law that 
mirrors the federal law, but 
gives Iowa judges and law 
enforcement the authority to 
c o n f i s c a t e  i l l e g a l l y 
possessed firearms.  ICADV 
has been supportive of this 
legislation for years.  Visit 
our website www.icadv.org 
for updates on how you can 
help make 2008 the year 
Iowa takes protecting DV 
victims seriously.�

Informer 

You’ve got to have a plan 

N o matter where you 
are headed it is hard 
to get there without a 

map or a plan.  With the help 
of a grant from the Greater 
Des Moines Community 
Foundation, ICADV is 
partnering with the State 

Public Policy Group (SPPG) 
to develop a new strategic 
plan.  This is an all inclusive 
process involving our staff, 
board, advisory council and 
community volunteers.   
     We are excited to 
evaluate our programs, our 

vision and guiding 
principles and set new goals.  
We will keep all of our 
supporters informed of our 
progress and if you have 
comments in the meantime 
feel free to contact Laurie 
Schipper at 515-244-8028. 
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A.S.I.S.T.A. is a partnership funded by the Office of Violence Against Women.  Sonia 
Parras Konrad, director of ICADV’s MUNA Legal Clinic, is one of the five immigration 
experts who run this important national project.  The purpose of A.S.I.S.T.A. is to 
centralize assistance for advocates and attorneys facing complex legal problems in 
advocating for immigrant survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.  Many 
service providers are overwhelmed by the increasing complexity of immigration laws as 

they overlap with other areas. A.S.I.S.T.A.’s clearinghouse, www.asistaonline.com, offers samples 
and best practices.  The A.S.I.S.T.A. consultants’ training services are also available to help service 
providers more thoroughly fulfill their purposes.  Immigrant abuse victims face numerous 
additional barriers to services and A.S.I.S.T.A. strives to share information breaking down some of  
these barriers. 
     In November A.S.I.S.T.A. and MUNA staff (Tina Fisher, Isabel Conn, Jackie Santana, Andria 
Diaz and Sonia Parras Konrad) helped plan and presented at the 10th Biannual National Network 
Conference of the National Network to End Violence Against Immigrant Women.  Sonia also 
trained advocates and attorneys at the Office of Violence Against Women Grantee Training: Best 
Practices for Serving Immigrant Survivors. 
     Earlier this year A.S.I.S.T.A. received the 2nd Annual Sheila Wellstone Award.   Members of 
Congress, leaders in the domestic violence movement and family and friends of Sheila and Paul 
Wellston joined together for the award presentation.  The award was created to recognize 
individuals and organizations who share Sheila's dedication to safe and healthy homes and 
communities (visit www.wellstone.org to learn more about Sheila’s work).  A.S.I.S.T.A. was 
chosen as an outstanding national anti-violence organization.   
     We are proud of A.S.I.S.T.A. and their nationally recognized work and wanted to take this 
opportunity to recognize them locally as well. 
          ��������	
������

Laurie Schipper, 
ICADV Executive 
Director 

ED’s Corner: A.S.I.S.T.A. helps break down 
barriers for immigrant survivors? 

I t’s About Time 2008 is already 
set to outshine our first event.    
Our committee and staff are 

busy collecting auction items, finding 
sponsors choosing award recipients, 
and coming up with a few surprises.  
We are very excited to have secured 
KCCI as our television partner once 
again.  If you are interested in 
participating in the event as an 
auction donor, host committee 
member or sponsor please contact 
Sarabeth Anderson at 515-244-8028 
or sarabetha@icadv.org. 

Save the Date for It’s About Time 08.   
ICADV’s annual Auction and Awards Gala will be 
held Saturday April 26th at the Scottish Rite 
Consistory in Des Moines. 
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There’s still time to Join the Support Iowa Survivors Society 

T he response to our 
membership drive 
h a s  b e e n 

incredible.  Thank you to  
our supporters who 
rushed to send in their 
pledge cards, making 
significant donations.  If 
you have been caught up 
in the holiday rush and 
our request is sitting in a 

pile or has been 
discarded, not to worry!   
     You can simply cut out 
the pledge card below, fill 
it out and mail it to 
ICADV at 515 28th St., 
Des Moines, IA 50312 — 
It is that simple!  
Becoming a personal 
member of our coalition is 
a way to show others how 

important ICADV’s work 
truly is.  And, by putting 
your financial support 
behind the organization 
you are ensuring that our 
work will continue.  
Please feel free to call 
Sarabeth Anderson at 515-
244-8028 with questions 
or visit our website 
www.icadv.org. 

Only 31 days in October: more survivors to recognize 

H olly Newhouse’s story is 
not new to those who 
follow domestic 

violence issues in Iowa.  In 2005 
her husband ignored a protective 
order and opened fire on her and 
their children.  Holly, her son 
Tristan, and friend Scott Blasey 

all suffered gunshot wounds, 
Tristan and Scott given a 2%  
chance of survival.  Thankfully 
everyone survived but each 
carries their own physical and 
emotional scars.   
     Holly now spends her time 
trying to help others avoid a 

similar fate.  Her story has been 
highlighted on news broadcasts 
across Iowa and will be 
featured on the Tyra Banks 
show next month.  Visit Holly’s 
website at 
www.newhousedvpoetry.com, 
  to learn more about her story. 



ICADV 
515 28th St. 

Suite 104 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

Phone: 515.244.8028 
Fax: 515.244.7417 

www.icadv.org 

Mission 
     The mission of the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ICADV) is to end 
violence in intimate relationships. ICADV provides assistance and education to programs 
that serve battered women and their children. We assert that domestic violence arises 
from a social and political context. Therefore, we encourage collaboration that promotes 
social change to eliminate personal and institutional violence against women. 

Community Contribution Partnership 
Millennium Mortgage Group and Kathy Nelson, Realtor. They have partnered to cre-
ate an exciting program to benefit nonprofits including ICADV.  They will donate 25% 
of their broker and professional fees to the charity of your choice when you utilize 
their services.  So, if you are building, buying, selling or refinancing a home, this is a 
perfect opportunity to give back and help them help us!  Contact Deric Kidd or Kathy 
Nelson at the numbers below. 


